
 

September 20, 2022 By Email 
 
Public Order Emergency Commission 
perspectives@poec-cedu.gc.ca 
 
Re: Ontario Civil Liberties Association’s submission to the Public Order 
Emergency Commission regarding the Government of Canada’s February 
2022 invocation of the Emergencies Act 
 
Dear Commissioner, Counsels, and Commission Researchers and Advisors,  
 
The Ontario Civil Liberties Association (OCLA) strenuously opposed the 
Government of Canada’s invocation of the Emergencies Act to quash peaceful 
protest in February 2022.  
 
The protests at and around Parliament Hill in Ottawa constituted eminently 
peaceful expression of opposition to the removal of Canadians’ fundamental 
freedoms by the sitting government via its vaccination mandate regimes. 
 
The OCLA submits the attached package of files containing OCLA’s public 
statements and communications with Canadian political representatives about the 
Emergencies Act invocation, from February and March 2022.  
 
OCLA volunteers were on the ground observing the protest at Parliament Hill 
throughout January and February 2022 and our positions were informed by their 
reports and observations. 
 
Please receive the contents of this package as OCLA’s submission to the Public 
Order Emergency Commission. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Hickey, PhD 
Executive Director 
Ontario Civil Liberties Association (OCLA) https://ocla.ca 
joseph.hickey@ocla.ca 
c: 613-252-6148 
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Attached:  
 

Pages Date Document 

3 2022-02-15 OCLA blog post: “OCLA Statement on the Government’s Use of the 
Emergencies Act” 

4-5 2022-02-17 OCLA blog post: “OCLA Calls on MPs to Reject the Use of the 
Emergencies Act to Crush Peaceful Protest at Parliament Hill” 

6-9 2022-02-17 OCLA email to Canadian Members of Parliament and Senators 

10-11 2022-02-19 Email response to OCLA from MP John Williamson (New Brunswick 
Southwest) 

12-14 2022-03-03 Email response to OCLA from MP Richard Cannings (South 
Okanagan-West Kootenay) 
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OCLAOCLA
Ontario Civil Liberties Association

OCLA Statement on the Government’s Use of the Emergencies Act
Posted on February 15, 2022 by admin

The Ontario Civil Liberties Association (OCLA) condemns the federal government’s use of the Emergencies

Act (formerly the War Measures Act) to dispel peaceful protests in Canada.

Peaceful protest and civil disobedience are essential in a democratic society – without these mechanisms of

peaceful expression, demonstration, and opposition there can be no democracy.

There is no national emergency caused by the Freedom Convoy protesters. Therefore, the government’s use

of the Emergencies Act can only be understood as an opportunistic political act intended to eliminate protest
that opposes the policies of the sitting government, to manipulate public opinion by further demonizing “the

unvaccinated”, and to advance the ongoing degradation of civil liberties in Canada by setting an extreme

precedent of governmental intervention to freeze or appropriate the assets of individual citizens who

peacefully oppose the policies of the government of the day.

Related statements by other organizations and individuals are linked below:

Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF) statement

Canadian Constitution Foundation (CCF) statement
Statement by Derek Sloan, Leader of the Ontario Party

“This is the furthest thing from a national emergency one could imagine …” — statement by Ontario

lawyer Nicolas Wansbutter

Twitter thread by the Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA)

The full text of Prime Minister Trudeau’s Feb. 14, 2022, Emergencies Act announcement can be read at the

link here (published by The Peterborough Examiner).

This entry was posted in COVID, Freedom of Speech, OCLA Opinion Statements, Social and political theory. Bookmark the permalink.

OCLA
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OCLAOCLA
Ontario Civil Liberties Association

OCLA Calls on MPs to Reject the Use of the Emergencies Act to Crush Peaceful Protest at
Parliament Hill
Posted on February 17, 2022 by admin

The Ontario Civil Liberties Association (OCLA) sent the following email today to Canadian Members of
Parliaments and Senators.

A PDF of the email can be read at the link here.

Dear Member of Parliament,

There is no national emergency caused by the Freedom Convoy protesters in Ottawa.

There is only a peaceful protest of Canadians who are opposed to government policy

(mandatory medical procedures) that objectively violates the human rights of life, liberty, and

security of the person, and of conscience and religion.

This peaceful protest is taking place on the street immediately facing the Parliament

Buildings, the most appropriate site for a protest that one can imagine in Canada.

OCLA volunteers have been observing the protest in person since the convoy arrived in

Ottawa in late January. The protest has been eminently peaceful and should be a model of

democratic engagement for future generations of Canadians to look up to.

There is no national emergency happening in Ottawa, and no rational basis to use

the Emergencies Act (formerly the War Measures Act). Doing so will be an explicit act of
government authoritarianism that will permanently damage democracy in Canada.

The Ontario Civil Liberties Association implores you not to do this. It is wrong. It is

unconstitutional. It is undemocratic. We ask that you do everything in your power as an

elected representative to protect our democracy and reject this misuse of the Emergencies

Act to crush peaceful protest.

OCLA’s public statement on this matter can be read at the link here: https://ocla.ca/ocla-

statement-on-the-governments-use-of-the-emergencies-act/

Sincerely,
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Joseph Hickey, PhD


Executive Director


Ontario Civil Liberties Association (ocla.ca)


joseph.hickey@ocla.ca

c: 613-252-6148

Cc: Canadian Senators

Update — Responses received:

2022-02-19: Response from MP John Williamson (Conservative)


2022-03-03: Response from MP Richard Cannings (NDP)

This entry was posted in COVID, Freedom of Speech, OCLA Opinion Statements, Press Releases, Vaccines. Bookmark the permalink.
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Dear Member of Parliament,


There is no national emergency caused by the Freedom Convoy protesters in Ottawa.


There is only a peaceful protest of Canadians who are opposed to government policy (mandatory medical
procedures) that objectively violates the human rights of life, liberty, and security of the person, and of
conscience and religion.


This peaceful protest is taking place on the street immediately facing the Parliament Buildings, the most
appropriate site for a protest that one can imagine in Canada.


OCLA volunteers have been observing the protest in person since the convoy arrived in Ottawa in late
January. The protest has been eminently peaceful and should be a model of democratic engagement for future
generations of Canadians to look up to.

There is no national emergency happening in Ottawa, and no rational basis to use the Emergencies Act
(formerly the War Measures Act). Doing so will be an explicit act of government authoritarianism that will
permanently damage democracy in Canada.


The Ontario Civil Liberties Association implores you not to do this. It is wrong. It is unconstitutional. It is
undemocratic. We ask that you do everything in your power as an elected representative to protect our
democracy and reject this misuse of the Emergencies Act to crush peaceful protest.


OCLA's public statement on this matter can be read at the link here: https://ocla.ca/ocla-statement-on-the-
governments-use-of-the-emergencies-act/


Sincerely,


Joseph Hickey, PhD

Executive Director

Ontario Civil Liberties Association (ocla.ca)

joseph.hickey@ocla.ca

c: 613-252-6148

Cc: Canadian Senators
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To:
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Re: OCLA calls on MPs to reject the use of the Emergencies Act to crush peaceful protest at

Parliament Hill

Saturday, February 19, 2022 12:51 PM

99 KB

Hello Joseph,
 
Thank you for taking the time to write. Unfortunately, due to the NDP's support the Trudeau
Government has a found a willing partner in invoking the Emergencies Act. It is our hope
they will
reconsider their support and the Government's loses the upcoming vote on Monday so that these
powers are formally repealed.
 
Please find enclosed the statement MP Williamson issued regarding the Trudeau Government’s
serious misuse of federal government powers on Monday, February 14. He also reiterated his
opposition to the Emergencies Act in Parliament on Wednesday, February 16.
 
Justin Trudeau’s Liberal MPs voted against and, with support from New Democrat & Green MPs,
defeated a reasonable motion calling on the federal government to provide Canadians with
a plan
by Feb. 28 indicating when restrictions would end. Passing the motion would have allowed the
federal government to demonstrate it is committed to ending illiberal mandates and restrictions on
Canadians. It would have also lowered the political temperature
by giving people hope the
Trudeau government can listen. Justin Trudeau didn’t do that.
 
Hours later the Prime Minister instead invoked the Emergencies Act, the reformed and renamed
War Measures Act, which gives the federal government and police sweeping and never-before-used
powers. The Emergencies Act also suspends civil liberties. This is an outrageous and unnecessary
overreach by a Prime Minister who’s proven himself unable to govern and lead all Canadians.
 
Justin Trudeau has failed. He thinks using the Emergencies Act makes him look strong, but instead
he looks weak by being unable to lead Canada while respecting our rights and freedoms.
I will
oppose this serious misuse of federal government powers. I will also vote in Parliament to end the
Emergencies Act at my first opportunity.
 
ORIGINAL: https://www.facebook.com/johnwilliamsonNB/posts/367478051869798
VIDEO: https://www.facebook.com/johnwilliamsonNB/videos/227885456145283
 
Sincerely,
 
Ishwara Prematunga

OCLA calls on MPs to reject the use of the Emergencies Act to crush
peaceful protest at Parliament Hill

Williamson, John - M.P. <John.Williamson@parl.gc.ca>

Joseph Hickey | OCLA <joseph.hickey@ocla.ca>
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Office of John Williamson
Member of Parliament
New Brunswick Southwest
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Mandates and Convoy

Thursday, March 03, 2022 11:47 AM

78 KB

Thank you for your e-mail. 
 
Let me begin by saying that I understand your frustration about the mandates that were put in
place during the past 2 years.  All Canadians have had to give up many of the privileges
we took
for granted in order to try to stem the spread of COVID. 
 
I believe that the various mandates and restrictions enacted by provincial and federal health
officers have been essential to saving thousands of lives across Canada, and I maintain
my belief
that the decisions around imposing and lifting those restrictions should lie with public health
officers, not politicians.  We have seen the results of political decisions to lift mandates
prematurely in provinces like Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba,
where death rates are about
twice that in British Columbia.
 
I am also aware that the omicron variant has changed the calculus around vaccination and travel
mandates and their effectiveness.  That said, while hospitalization and death rates are
still high
(though decreasing at the moment) I would again defer to public health experts as to when these
mandates should be altered or lifted.
 
It has become apparent that there are plans in place to begin the easing of mandates in the
coming weeks. While not every mandate will be eliminated at once, these are positive moves
towards our reintegration back into our social lives and activities.
 
My concerns around the convoy that occupied Ottawa for the first three weeks of February are on
various fronts.  First of all, their supporters felt that the mandates had taken away
freedoms
guaranteed in the Charter of Rights.  This is simply not true—the first paragraph of the Charter
says explicitly that any of these freedoms are limited by reasonable restrictions.  We have the
right to free speech, but not to use that speech to spread
hatred.  We have the right of assembly,
but not to take a city hostage for three weeks.
 
Secondly, the leadership of the convoy stated that their main goal was to remove the government
of Canada, a government that was democratically elected only a few months ago in an election
where vaccine mandates were one of the main issues. 
 
Once the convoy became entrenched in Ottawa it was apparent that enforcement would need

special powers to remove it.  On February 14th, the Liberal government invoked the
Emergencies

Mandates and Convoy
Cannings, Richard - M.P. <Richard.Cannings@parl.gc.ca>

joseph.hickey@ocla.ca <joseph.hickey@ocla.ca>
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Act, which gave local police forces the ability to quickly bring in officers from across the country to
help in the operation.  It gave them to ability to compel tow truck operators to provide the
equipment necessary to move the trucks.  And it
allowed authorities to temporarily freeze the
bank accounts of convoy organizers and participants to investigate concerns about where
significant funding for the convoy was originating.  I have to add here that allegations that donors
to the convoy were having
their bank accounts frozen have proven to be completely false.
 
I also have to state clearly that the Emergencies Act is not the War Measures Act, or anything
close to it.  There is no declaration of martial law.  All rights under the Charter are
preserved. 
There is no use of the armed forces.  It has powerful oversight mechanisms built into it, including
a special parliamentary committee that is underway now.
 
The NDP reluctantly supported the government in invoking the Emergencies Act because we felt
the impasse in Ottawa had to come to an end, as did the various border blockades that were
having serious impacts on our trade with the United States.   But we said from the start that we
would be watching closely and immediately pull that support if it was clear the Act was no longer
needed.  After the convoy was removed from Ottawa and border
blockades were cleared, it was
apparent that there was little further need for those powers.  All parties signalled that to the

government and the Act was revoked on February 23rd after 10 days of use.
 
Thank you again for voicing your concerns about mandates and the Emergency Act and please
accept my apology for my delay in responding.  My offices have been flooded with more than
13,000 emails
and phone calls on all sides of the issue.
 
It is my hope that no matter what side of the issue you stand on, that we
come together as a
country to work towards a better future.
 
Thank you again for taking the time to voice your concerns.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Cannings, MP
South Okanagan-West Kootenay
 
 
Jennifer
Ratz
Parliamentary Assistant to
Richard Cannings, MP
South Okanagan-West Kootenay
Room 914 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0A6
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Tel:  613-996-8036
Cel: 
613-294-0642
richard.cannings@parl.gc.ca
UFCW Local 232
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