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Re: Dangerous Lack of Rational Information and Leadership

Saturday, July 11, 2020 1:34 PM

84 KB

Dear Mayor Higgins,

I thank you very much indeed for your prompt and courteous response. (Others have not been so po ite.)

I only represent myself. (My university signature is my usual email signature.) I am not a member of OCLA, although I follow what people post on their

website, to gauge the pulse of (at least) that (important, I think) public. 

Since your decisions are based on the best information you have at the time, I would simply request that you share it.

If one can equally find reasons to justify wearing a mask, as for not wearing a mask, then isn’t the pub ic allowed to know why our leaders have opted

for imposing masks?

You say: to me it is quite simple – they work!

With respect, sir, an increasing number of reputable scientists disagree. Must everyone be forced to wear masks because “according to Mayor

Higgins, they work”?!

The problem is that you are ignoring the scientists who disagree, in favour of the scientists who agree. You cannot accuse me of the opposite

(although some have), because I read both, and I am merely seeking to know how and why our leaders choose which scientists to trust. In the

absence of rational reasons to choose the one scientists over the others, the decision to impose masks becomes merely a political one. And the

danger with that, is that it generates conspiracy theories. If you don’t believe me, look up the comments on the OCLA site!

As I have said before, I do wear a mask. I would just like to have a rational answer to the people who ask me why. (Respectfully, "because the Mayor

(or even the medical director) thinks they work" is not such.)

it is uncomfortable for the short �me you have to wear the mask

Some people are obliged to wear the mask all day long. 

And for how long, or until when, shall we have to wear masks?  Forever?  If not, why not?

Thank you for allowing, rather than shutting down, the discussion (as others have done).

Adèle Mercier

On Jul 11, 2020, at 11:50 AM, <mayorhiggins@xplornet.com> <mayorhiggins@xplornet.com> wrote:

Although I am only copied on the original email I cannot sit on the sidelines and wait for a response from others when you take a pot shot at
our leadership. I also do not know if you are represen�ng yourself, OCLA or the University in your email? I am assuming the University as you
used their info at the bo�om of your email.
 
The following is my own personal perspec�ve.
 
Your percep�on of the leadership is way out of line, as our decisions are based on the best informa�on we have at the �me, the same as we do
for any other Council decision and this is not an arbitrary decree just to flex our leadership muscles as you seem to insinuate. Leadership is
about making the tough decisions knowing we will not please everyone. I stand by every decision I make as a leader knowing it is the best
decision for the community, if the decisions are wrong there is no need to vote for me in the next elec�on but that has not been an issue for
me so far. There will always be a few that will challenge decisions, such as you are doing here, but based on my 6 years as Mayor this is not an
challenge that represents the majority of the community. In this par�cular case we assessed our Public Health informa�on that was provided
and made an informed decision based on what we felt would stop the COVID-19 second wave that happened at the nail salon. As you now
know that decision did help to  prevent further spread and clearly shows that wearing a face covering is very important for preven�on and
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